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THE EVENT

The National Science Quiz is a major Australia-wide live event on the
National Science Week calendar and has been evolving each year since its
conception in 2016. This year the quiz was held in Melbourne at The
Capitol Theatre on Swanston Street on Sunday 27th August at 3:30pm.

The quiz is a celebration of science with fun, challenging questions, live
on-stage demonstrations and special guests - all with a healthy dose of
fun, rivalry and entertainment. The quiz is a both a school and family
friendly event aimed at ages 12+ and hopes to inspire the next generation
of Australia’s leading scientists.

Hosted by Charlie Pickering from ABC TV’s The Weekly, two teams of 
scientific panellists, supported by special guest team captains, 
compete to win the title of National Science Quiz champions.

Inspired by the popular De Nationale Wetenschaps Quiz that ran for
many years on TV in The Netherlands, Australia’s National Science Quiz
covers all areas of science with around 40 thought-provoking questions
in 3 different formats. 

Participants, both in the live audience or playing online, can also play
along with the quiz via a live online poll to compete for a range of prizes,
including a new secondary schools prize of $1000 - that attracted 38
teams competing Australia wide. Members of the public also contribute
by uploading video questions for selection on the quiz.

QUICK STATS

Livestream views: 2K 
(as of 1/11/2023)
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PARTNERS

ARC Centre of Excellence for Plant Success (Convenors)

Matrix
Australian Data Science Network (ADSN)
Optima

CSIRO

ARC Centre of Excellence for Engineered Quantum Systems (EQUS)
ARC Centre of Excellence for Synthetic Biology (CoESB)

ARC Centre of Excellence for Gravitational Wave Discovery (OzGrav)
Melbourne Centre for Data Science (MCDS)

ARC Centre of Excellence in Exciton Science (EXCITON)

ARC Centre of Excellence for Climate Extremes (CLEX)
ARC Centre of Excellence in Future Low-Energy Electronics Technologies
(FLEET)
ARC Centre of Excellence in Plants for Space (P4S)
RMIT University - The Capitol Theatre Venue Sponsor

Emma Horswill (Chair)
Assoc. Prof. Eloise Foo
Caitlin Dudley
David Tomlins
Tom Keegan
Timothy Macuga
Charlotte Hurry
Helen Allison
Lizzie Duthie
Julie Cumming
Lachlan Rodgers
J-L Heylon
Mary O’Malley
Jacqui Bondell
Kirsten Doert Eccles

Joshua Ezackial
Wallace Wong
JB Brown
Jason Major
Karen Byros
Leike Vanderhulst

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

SPONSORS





TALENT
Charlie Pickering
Nate Byrne
Simon Pampena
Joshua Ezackial (COE Exciton)
Caitlin Dudley (COE Plant Success)

Host
Special Guest Team Captain - Team 1
Special Guest Team Captain - Team 2
On-Stage Lab Assistant
On-Stage Lab Assistant

SCIENTIFIC PANELLISTS

VIDEO QUESTIONS
Dr Cathy Foley - Australia’s Chief Scientist (CSIRO)
Dr Karl Kruszelnicki - Author and Science Communicator
Karlie Noon - Indigenous Astronomer & PhD Candidate
Corey Tutt - Founder of Deadly Science
Aditya Goyal - Public Video Question Submission
Eli Hinze - CSIRO Stem Together Future Shaper
Delilah Vogel - Public Video Question Submission
Dr Timothy Riley & The Nao Robot Team - RMIT 

Associate Professor Marcy Robertson (Uni of Melb)
Dr Paige Erpf (CoESB)
Professor Jon Whittle (CSIRO)
Dr Rebecca Allen (OzGrav)

Panellist Team 1
Panellist Team 1
Panellist Team 2
Panellist Team 2

Special Guest Video Question
Special Guest Video Question
Special Guest Video Question
Special Guest Video Question
Special Guest Video Question
Special Guest Video Question
Special Guest Video Question
On-Stage Guest Appearance



SPECIAL GUESTS

Dr Cathy Foley
Australia’s Chief Scientist

Dr Karl Kruszelnicki 
Author and Science Communicator

Karlie Noon
Indigenous Astronomer

Corey Tutt
Deadly Science



Moo Marketing - Damien Hanger & Team

Let’s Talk Admin - Enza Kursun - Virtual Assistant

Innovate Communicate - Claire Harris

NATIONAL SCIENCE WEEK GRANT

CONSULTANTS

Provision of Marketing Plan, How-to-Play guide, revamp of the National
Science Quiz Website and production of downloadable resources for
teachers.

Provision of direct marketing to schools (phone calls and emails) to
inform of schools prize. Also assistance with Email Marketing campaign
via Mail Chimp.

Provision of assistance with Media Release and other writing tasks
courtesy of ARC Centre of Excellence for Synthetic Biology (CoESB)

inspire wide community participation in STEM.
provide an opportunity to acknowledge and celebrate the contributions of Australian scientists to the world of knowledge.
encourage an interest in science pursuits among the general public.
encourage younger people to become fascinated by the world we live in.

increase national and international interest in Australian science.
improve critical engagement with key scientific issues by the public.
increase inspiration drawn from science and improve the value of science as perceived by the public.

The National Science Quiz Steering Committee were the successful recipients of a $20,000 National Science Week Grant to host this year’s quiz.

National Science Week is Australia’s major national celebration of the sciences, occurring in August each year. National Science Week provides the
opportunity for community participation in high profile science engagement activities across the nation.

The objectives of the grant opportunity:

The intended outcomes of the grant opportunity:



SLIDO POLL FEEDBACK STATS

LIVE AUDIENCE ONLINE



LIVE AUDIENCE ONLINE



LIVE AUDIENCE ONLINE





2023 PRIZE WINNERS

*All prize winners awarded a visa gift card prize, certificate and small trophy.

$500 $250 $1000



LIVE AUDIENCE POST QUIZ SURVEY
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Live from The Captiol (RMIT) Melbourne



ONLINE AUDIENCE POST QUIZ SURVEY





FEEDBACK FROM PARTNERS & SPONSORS



FEEDBACK FROM PARTNERS & SPONSORS





2024 SOCIAL MEDIA SUGGESTIONS

Date - select a date as early as possible and update the website and
header tiles with this date.
Our audience - Be clear on who our target audience is and think
about how to market the quiz effectively to each category (High
Schools/Teachers, General Public/Families, Science
community/University).
Spreadsheet maintenance – Enza at Let’s Talk Admin has offered to
go through our schools contact spreadsheet and complete data
cleansing to ascertain the correct email addresses. In this case, due
to the teacher’s movements throughout the education system, it
would probably not be wise to note the teacher’s name as the main
point of contact.
Emailing Contacts – Suggest continuing to use Mailchimp.  Let’s Talk
Admin can create and send the emails, take notes if emails bounce
back, and check if the email has been opened. Sending via the NSQ
website is not ideal and is hard to track who has viewed etc..
Follow-ups –following up on schools is also available through Let’s
Talk Admin. The script already provided to them can be utilised in
consecutive years.
Marketing Assets - Start early creating these. A NSQ Canva Pro
Account is now available to take over - fully loaded with NSQ
resources and all content assets used in 2022/2023 - eg: Charlie’s
Cards, Tech rundown, Marketing Files, New Logo’s, T-Shirt design,
Trophies, Social media tiles etc..
You-Tube Mini Quiz resources - include these in our marketing
efforts to teachers to develop a taste and awareness for the quiz early
on.

2024 MARKETING SUGGESTIONS

Who? - A clearer or more defined target audience will also help with
our voice and choosing the platform we communicate with. 

Plan early - NSQ social accounts are dormant most of the year so
ideally need a clear plan early and to start posting a few months
prior. Increase content heavily in the 1 month prior to quiz with
sponsored ads, reels, posts and stories.

Help - Potentially look at hiring a media intern - they may also be
able to assist with emailing and phone calls to schools. This is a large
job for a committee member to take on.

Video Content - Develop more video content - ideally need about 30
reels (1 x for each day in month prior) and they can be used on Tiktok
/ Youtube as well.

Social Assets - the more social tiles the better as it is best not to
reuse content as it can effect the algorithm. Ideally a months worth of
posts plus a few extra so we can post 3 x a day in the week leading up
to quiz.
Slido poll  - consider social tiles or video to better explain how the
joining the poll works? Particpants like to feel they understand how
to play prior to the event - especially as it is competitive. 



2023 National Science Quiz 
Winners
Nate Byrne’s Team



Venue - Capitol
AV & Livesteam (AusStage)
Pre/post production (James Rafferty)
Post-production editing (Mini-quiz resources)
SLIDO subscription
Webpage (Panthur)
Talent- Charlie Pickering
Talent- Nate Byrne
Talent- Simon Pampena
Make-up & Hair
Panellist gifts
Catering
Props OPTIMA
Props Plant Success
Props other 
Printing
Trophies
Prizes
T-shirts
Postage
MOO Marketing Plan, Website & Resources
Lets Talk - Virtual Assistant
Social media Meta Advertising
Mailchimp
Melbourne Weekend Notes Advertising
70 x Posters CBD
Hotel room for makeup and shower

COE Plant Success
Matrix / Optima / ADSN (Legacy Funding)
COE FLEET
COE EQUS
COE Exciton Science
COE Oz GRAV
ARC Centre of Excellence for Climate
Extremes
CSIRO
ARC Centre of Excellence in Synthetic
Biology
Melbourne Centre for Data Science
ARC COE Plants for Space
Tickets (Humanatix $1,433.60/ Half Tix $12)
National Science Week Grant

$11,000.00
$12,000.00
$2,000.00
$5,000.00
$2,000.00
$5,000.00
$2,000.00

$5,000.00
$5,000.00

$5,000.00
$2,000.00
$1,445.60
$20,000.00

$5,575.00
$26,065.88
$7,700.00
$700.00
 $1,300.00
$29.90
$11,300.00
$1,100.00
$1,100.00
$550.00
$100.70
$1,991.00
 $378.55
$83.67
$149.90
$385.00
$722.70
$2,350.00
$913.00
$18.60
$6,050.00
$1,259.00
$797.07
$69.35
$310.00
$2,200.00
$150.00

FINAL BUDGET
INCOMEEXPENSES

TOTAL INCOME
TOTAL EXPENSES

PROFIT

$76,000.00
$73,349.32
$2650.68

$76,000.00

$73,349.32





All our Partners & Sponsors for their support and generous in-kind contributions to contribute to hosting the 2023 National Science Quiz.

Mr Charlie Pickering our wonderful host of the quiz since 2016.

Our on-stage talent and scientific guest panellists with special thanks to our Guest Team Captains Nate Byrne and Simon Pampena.

The Australian Research Council (ARC) for the ongoing support and facilitation of our Australian Centre’s of Excellence. 
The Australian Research council helps shape the Australian research system for the benefit of the nation by enabling world-leading research, fostering research
quality, translation and impact, and safeguarding research integrity. 

National Science Week Grant Program for selecting our event as successful recipients of a $20,000 grant for 2023 National Science Week. 

Assoc. Prof. Eloise Foo for her excellent work on the submission of our National Science Week Grant application and securing funding for this event to go ahead.

All the behind the scenes helpers.... in all of our partner and sponsor organisations - from financial reporting through to backstage support. Thank-you!

WITH THANKS TO. . .

Melbourne Centre for
Data Science


